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A Study of ISHIWATA Shoichiro (Koitsu):
Focusing on Newly Acquired Works and
Documentation [Summary]

KATADA Yuko

Ishiwata Shoichiro (1897-1987), a pupil of Kawase Hasui, created prints based on landscapes near
Tokyo and Yokohama and is known as a printmaker associated with the Shin-hanga movement. The
Yokohama Museum of Art considers him an important printmaker connected with Yokohama and has
acquired and shown his works. Little is known of this artist’s achievements, however, except for the two
years in which he was making Shin-hanga.

In 2012 and 2013, we received documentary materials related to Ishiwata’s work from his son, Shouichi.
These materials are valuable for the purpose of filling in missing information related to Ishiwata’s career.

Ishiwata worked for the design department of Nozawaya, Yokohama’s once the biggest department
store, when it was in a period of transition from a premodern clothing store to a modern department
store. It is thought that the design department was given the task of creating a new image of the depart-
ment store that incorporated Western and modern features.

Ishiwata retired from his position at Nozawaya in 1930 and became a disciple of Hasui with the inten-
tion of becoming a woodblock printmaker. He found value in Japanese customs and urban scenes that
contained features carried on from the period before the Meiji Restoration, and they came to be the main
theme of his prints. It seems that Ishiwata reacted against the work involving modern images that he had
done for the Nozawaya design department and turned to nostalgic scenes of everyday life from the pre-
modern period.

Later, Ishiwata embarked on a study of kappa-zuri, a type of stencil printing. According to the writ-
ings of ukiyo-e scholar Narasaki Muneshige (1904-2001), published in Ukiyoe-kai of August 1937, and
painter Tsuruta Goro (1890-1969), published in Nihon Hanga of September 1943, kappa-zuri was given
renewed attention during the war years and Ishiwata became its foremost practitioner.

In the immediate postwar years, Ishiwata made a living with designs for woodblock prints, screen-
printed Christmas cards, and kappa-zuri landscape prints. According to the reminiscence written by his
wife on the back of the newly acquired Karakusa Patterned Paper (2012-PRJ-005), he was making a
study of the latest screen printing technology at this time. Eventually, Ishiwata made prints using these
techniques. The newly acquired documentary materials include some award certificates for a shoulder
sash design received in the 1950s, showing that Ishiwata was seeking opportunities as a free-lance de-
signer. A Statement of Delivery Book [from Ishiwata Shoichiro ( Koitsu) Documents (2012-M-007), fig.10]
gives concrete information about Ishiwata’s career after World War II. From these materials, we learn
that from the 1960s on Ishiwata earned money by performing silkscreen printing on products and mak-
ing printing plates as well as creating original artwork for designs.

As Ishiwata’s activities are traced back to the postwar period, the multi-faced qualities of the artist
emerges that includes his work as a printmaker, a designer, and a screen printing technician. After work-
ing as a designer for a department store, Ishiwata went on to become a printmaker associated with the
Shin-hanga movement, a kappa-zuri printmaker, a screen printing technician, and a free-lance designer,
changing along with the age. His career raises issues that are not limited to a particular person, changes
in the social position of prints and reproductive technologies in modern Japan and changing attitudes
toward the profession of the designer.
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