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The Evolution of Shimomura Kanzan’s Profane Intrusion

Hibino Miyon

(Assistant Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

In Shimomura Kanzan’s Profane Intrusion, which refers to monsters intruding on and preventing Buddhist
practices, there is a standoft between a monk and a monster disguised as a Buddha in a hall containing Bud-
dhist statuary, which is surrounded by bizarrely shaped monsters milling around. Kanzan, who at 37 years of
age had entered his mature period, fused the results of his studies of classical painting with original ideas,
working with the technique of line-drawn painting on a horizontally elongated surface using sumi ink, a
small amount of gold paint, and white seashell-based gofun pigment, and amply demonstrating his unrivaled
skill. Shortly after appearing in the 4th Bunten (official exhibition organized by the Ministry of Education)
in 1910, this painting was acquired by the prosperous Yokohama trader Hara Sankei, and is now in the pos-
session of the Tokyo National Museum, which purchased much of Sankei’s former collection in 1948.

The Yokohama Museum of Art has received two groups of works and materials donated by the family of
the Noh mask artisan Irie Biho, who studied under Kanzan’s older brother Shimomura Kiyotoki and mar-
ried the latter’s daughter, including one study for Profane Intrusion in 2011 and the large preparatory drawing
in 2018. This paper sets forth and analyzes the process of completing Profane Intrusion, and in addition to
the already described preparatory drawings, prototype, and studies, discusses two additional works (the large
preparatory drawing donated to the museum in 2018 and a partial preparatory drawing located in a private
collection during the course of the current research), as well as the process of trial and error that went into
Kanzan’s production of this work. To this is added clarification of the role of the two newly found works
within the overall narrative, and discussion of how the composition evolved between the initial preparatory
drawings and the final painting.

This paper, which consists of three sections, is structured as follows. First, Section 1 outlines the contents
of the six preparatory drawings, prototype, and sketches that could actually be viewed, and clarifies the pro-
cess of evolution and the order of production. Next, Section 2 discusses how Profane Intrusion draws on a
biographical picture scroll of Kobo Daishi (Kukai) in terms of subject matter and composition while refer-
encing Choju-jinbutsu-giga (Frolicking Animals and Humans) for the central section featuring the confronta-
tion between the monster disguised as a Buddha and the monk, not seen in the Kukai work, as well as the
technique of line-drawn painting and the playfulness of the painting as a whole. The paper also points out
commonalities with Kanzan’s own picture scroll Ohara Goko from “The Tale of Heike”. Section 3 re-exam-
ines the confrontation between the monk and a three-eyed, four-armed monster seen in the preparatory
drawing, which has no relation whatsoever with the sources of inspiration discussed in the preceding section,
and considers the process by which it was replaced by the monster disguised as a Buddha in the final painting.
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