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Overview of Shimomura Kanzan’s Studies,
Sketches and Materials from the Former Irie
Family Collection

Uchiyama Junko

(Senior Curator, Yokohama Museum of Art)

This paper presents an overview of a total of 304 items, primarily studies and sketches but also including
other artworks and materials, of Shimomura Kanzan that were donated to the museum in 2011 by Irie Hiro-
shi of Utsunomiya City, Tochigi Prefecture.

Another member of the Irie family of Utsunomiya was Irie Biho, a Noh mask artisan who studied under
Kanzan’s older brother, the Noh mask artisan and sculptor Shimomura Kiyotoki, and married the latter’s
daughter. Biho’s younger brother Irie Tahei was also an apprentice to Kanzan, and for a time was a live-in
student at Kanzan’s studio in Yokohama. Evidently the Irie family possessed these works and materials due
to such connections.

This collection of works and materials, all unmounted, which belonged the possession of the Irie family
includes boyhood copies from when Kanzan studied under Kano Hogai and Hashimoto Gaho under the
appellation “Hokushinsai,” as well as copies produced as assignments at the Tokyo School of Fine Arts,
original works produced in the school’s “original works” classes (as opposed to classes focused on copying),
and studies for important works from the mid-career period when he led the Saiko Nihon Bijutsuin (the Re-
organized Japan Art Institute) along with Yokoyama Taikan and others after the death of Okakura Tenshin.
In addition, there is a variety of works that appear to be by unknown artists other than Kanzan, which his
teachers may have given him as samples to work from during his youth.

In creating this overview, with regard to titles and dates of works that were unknown when the collection
of works and materials was documented in the Catalog of the Collection: Acquisitions, Donations, and Con-
tinual Loans in the Year 2011, Yokohama Museum of Art, published immediately after the donation, I made
every effort to conduct surveys aimed at identifying or inferring the works and production dates, and classi-
fied and organized the works by period and subject category. This collection of materials is highly important
in that it conveys with great clarity the learning process of Kanzan, who in his mature period arrived at the
flowing linear style that earned him the nickname “Kanzan, master of lines,” and also shows his ingenuity
and creativity in exploring traditional themes. The paper touches on suggestions for new approaches to Kan-
zan research implied by this collection, and sets these forth as a subject for future study.
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